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NB There will be no service at Holy Trinity this Sunday - see notice below

Services at Holy Trinity for the week ahead and next Sunday
Tuesday 12th August  9.30 am  Mass
Thursday 14th August  7.00 pm  Mass  Fr Giles Orton
(Mass is said also at St Laurence's, Long Eaton on Wednesday at 12.30 pm and on Saturday at 9.30 am)

Next Sunday 17th August 2025  Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time
11.00am THE PARISH MASS      Celebrant and Preacher:  Fr Max 


	









This week's news:
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Sunday 10th August, St Laurence's Day
	This Sunday is the St Laurence Millennium Festival, celebrating 1,000 years of St Laurence's church in Long Eaton. A number of events will take place at St Laurence's church on that day and as a consequence of this please note that there will be no Mass here at Holy Trinity on that Sunday. We are invited across to St Laurence's for all the events and it is hoped that all will be able to make it to Mass there at 10am. The full programme of events is as follows:
10am - Festal Mass  Celebrant and Preacher Fr Max, followed by Parish Lunch
3pm - Hymns and Pimms in the churchyard with the Bishop of Derby
6pm - Evensong and Benediction with Bishop Roger Jupp (rehearsals from 5pm to which all are invited)
	We at Holy Trinity are invited to all these events and please do go if you are able to. Lifts will of course be available and do please speak up if you need transport.  Geoff Raby and Sharon Wright Churchwardens

Newsletter, Facebook and Website
	These are all essential features of the church's communication and for many years now Richard Pykett has generously looked after these. Richard has decided that the time has now come for him to stand down and the first thing to do is to acknowledge the invaluable work he has put into this for many years and especially remembering the time of lockdown. So a huge THANK YOU must go to him.
	Richard wants to bow out no later than the end of this year and ideally much sooner. To enable this essential aspect of the church's work to continue, we are now calling on others to volunteer to take over some or all of this work - it needn't be just one person; for example someone could do just the newsletter and someone else Facebook. Additionally, there is of course some flexibility as to how these things are carried out, for example the newsletter could perhaps be simplified. Also, we will be looking at revising the website at some stage to bring this up to date so the requirements there may be more straightforward. If anyone feels that they would like to make a contribution please in the first instance speak with either Geoff or Richard, contact them on the phone or email - details given in this newsletter.
Geoff Raby and Sharon Wright, Churchwardens

Dates for the diary/calendar 
	Further details of the following events will follow nearer the time but it may be useful to get the dates in your diary or on your calendar to avoid any clashes. Rosemary 
Harvest Supper Tuesday 7th October 
Christmas Party Tuesday 9th December
Floral workshops Friday 12th December AND Tuesday 16th December
Christingle  Provisionally Monday 8th December
Carol Service Provisionally Monday 15th December

Lectio Divina
	There will as usual be no meeting in August, and meetings then continue on the fourth Wednesday of the month, starting on the 24th Septemberl. I hope by then to be fit enough to attend and lead the session. At each study we will be using the following Sunday’s Gospel reading.  Everyone is welcome.   Andrew Smith

Collection for Fr Michael
	Last Sunday's collection for Fr Michael and Pam raised the sum of £85. We will be sending a floral plant basket, as we know they both love plants, and a food hamper with tempting treats in. Thanks to all who contributed.  Margaret Breedon

Please remember in your prayers:
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

	Those who are sick: including Pam Bailey, Ian Birkin, Colin Booth, Fr Michael Brinkworth, Carole Chapman, Frank Clewes, Anne, Esme, and Nigel Gamble, Ann Henshaw, David Howling, Jean Jarvis, Gary Marsh, George Mills, Stuart Mills, Anne Riley, Len Shelbourne, Andrew Smith, Martha Smith, Paul Smith, Natasha Smith-Thorley, Bryan Straw, and Yvonne Wilcockson.

	All who have recently died, especially Joy Nottingham, and Pat Daniel; please remember also those whose anniversary of death falls this week:. Jack Wright, May Victoria Smith, Lilian Starks, Maria Beardsley, Sidney Robinson, and Mary Chapman.

Contacts at Holy Trinity:
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Parish email address: info@holytrinityilkeston.org.uk
Parish phone number: 07842 719682
Priest-in-Charge: Fr Max Marsh
Email:  priest@holytrinityilkeston.org.uk
Phone: 07713 883340
Address: The Vicarage, Regent Street, Long Eaton, Nottingham NG10 1JX
Fr Max's usual day off is Friday

Churchwardens: 
Geoff Raby: 07905 323116,  Email: geoffreyraby@aol.com
Sharon Wright: 07794 366310,  Email:spwright38@gmail.com
Parish Secretary:
Mrs Sue Rollisson:  0115 9321087,  Email: sue.rollisson@gmail.com
Parish Treasurer:
Mrs Margaret Breedon:  0115 944 0020 / 07951 060667,  Email: margaretbreedon45@gmail.com
Parish Safeguarding Link:  Mrs Nicky Bailey 07809 680034, Email: nickybailey1938@gmail.com (Nicky also has the honorary title of Churchwarden Emerita)
Newsletter: Please send material for each Sunday's Newsletter to Richard Pykett as soon as it is ready, and at the latest by 12 noon on the previous Wednesday.  07850 428299.
Email: richard.pykett@techademic.net 
5th Ilkeston Holy Trinity Brownies:  Brown Owl: Bev:  07747 142501
5th Ilkeston Holy Trinity Rainbows:  Sue:  07722 929226
Tiny Tots (Parent and Toddler Group) Helen Crisp 07790 876015
Church Hall Bookings: Mrs Christine Hudson
Tel. 0115 932 2796, or email: hudson.owlhudson@btinternet.com. The Church Hall is a community facility and we welcome bookings especially from local people and groups. Please contact Christine for further details and availability.









Commentary on the Readings for the Nineteenth Sunday in ordinary time: Andrew Smith writes: 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The Theme of the Readings   Faith and Trust in God Gives Us Hope
	Faith and trust in God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, give us the hope for life beyond our physical earthly life. How tragic it would be if life were simply a destiny in itself. Knowing that life is a journey toward an eternal destiny gives it a purpose outside oneself, and faith in God makes it a partnership in a meaningful future. Today's readings address the passage through life and how we prepare for what lies beyond. In the opening prayer, we ask God our Father to increase His Holy Spirit within us and bring us, at the end of our earthly exile, to our promised inheritance in our home, the heavenly Kingdom of our divine Father.

	In the First Reading from Wisdom (18:6-9), the Israelites' compliance with the commands God gave Moses on the night of the tenth Egyptian plague led to their salvation. They demonstrated the same obedience of faith in their willingness to remember and relive the events of the Passover redemption according to God's command in every future generation. At the remembrance feast of the sacred meal of the first Passover, Jesus offered Himself in the first Eucharistic meal of the Last Supper. The reading contrasts God's judgment on the Egyptians and His protection of the Israelites, foreshadowing the Final Judgment when God will extend His gift of eternal salvation to the righteous faithful. At the same time, the disobedient and unbelieving sinners will reap His judgment. The passage reminds us that God's protection of the faithful remnant of the just amid acts of divine judgment is a recurring theme in salvation history. It is a theme that begins in the great flood and the protection of Noah's family, to God's punishment of the Egyptians and redemption of the Israelites in the Exodus, and continues to the Final Judgment at the end of time as we know it.

	Today’s Responsorial Psalm (Ps 31) is a hymn of praise telling of God's glory reflected in His creation. God exercises His providence over human affairs as the Lord of human history. The hymn ends with the people proclaiming they will place their faith and trust in the Lord. St. Irenaeus used this psalm as an example of how all three Persons of the Blessed Trinity are equally involved and responsible for the process of Creation and the unfolding of human history, the Church prays this Psalm at Mass on the Solemnity of the Most Holy Trinity. 


	Our Epistle from Hebrews (11:1-2, 8-19) is from what we could describe as the roll call of the heroes of the faith. The Chapter begins with the examples of the faith-filled lives of Abel, Enoch, and Noah before moving on to Abraham, a model of righteousness and faith in God and the subject of today's passage. The inspired writer of Hebrews testifies that Abraham was willing to obey God in the horrifying command to sacrifice his beloved son, Isaac, because he believed God would raise his son from death to fulfil His promise that through Isaac, God's covenant was to continue through many descendants. Isaac is at best a figure for Christ in being the ‘beloved son’ offered for sacrifice by his father and in his subsequent salvation from death. The Fathers of the Church saw Isaac as prefiguring Christ. St Clement of Alexandria wrote of Isaac as a type of Christ not only in being offered for sacrifice by his father but in his name, which means ‘laughter’: ‘Isaac is a type of the infant Lord as son, and, in fact, Isaac was the son of Abraham as Christ is of God, victim as was the Lord. 

	Today’s Gospel Reading from Luke (12:32-48) concerns Jesus's challenge to His disciples to make a radical choice by entrusting their lives entirely into God's hands by selling all they had in earthly goods to store up an ‘inexhaustible treasure in heaven.’ Then, still addressing the disciples, Jesus changed the topic from concern about worldly possessions to a warning about being watchful and faithful servants. Jesus warned that this life's focus should be fidelity to Him and being prepared for His promised return in glory when He would judge the living and the dead.

	Today, you are the watchful and faithful servants who remember and relive Jesus's last meal with His disciples in which He offered those assembled in the Upper Room in Jerusalem His Body and Blood in a new sacred meal that established a new and eternal covenant. However, our sacrifice of salvation is not from the blood of lambs and goat kids as it was on the night of the first Passover/Unleavened Bread feast. Our sacrifice is the blood of the Lamb of God who died on the altar of the Cross for the sins of past, present and future humanity. It is through Jesus's ‘Passover’ from death to life that we renew our New Covenant commitment in every sacred meal of the Eucharist that brings us closer to fulfilling our eternal destiny at the Banquet of the Just in God's heavenly Kingdom.
